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l ives of  their  own choosing .
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growth ,  product iv i ty ,  and independence through
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acceptance and part ic ipat ion .
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JOIN THE ARC OF OSWEGO
COUNTY FOR JUST $1  – HELP

BUILD A MORE INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITY!

Oswego County,  NY –  Making a di f ference has
never been easier—or more af fordable !  The
Arc of  Oswego County invi tes you to be part  of
i ts  2025 Membership Drive ,  where for  just  $1 ,
you can help create a more inclusive and
support ive community for  indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies .

Why does your membership matter?  Because
your support  strengthens programs that
provide employment ,  t ra in ing ,  and advocacy
for  people with disabi l i t ies .  Every new member
helps ampl i fy  our voice and expand
opportuni t ies for  those we serve .  That ’s why
we ’ve made membership just  $1  th is  year—so
that  everyone has the chance to stand with us
and be part  of  the change .

What does your membership do?

✔Expands essent ia l  programs and services
✔  Advocates for  disabi l i ty  r ights and
inclusion
✔  Creates meaningful  employment and
training opportuni t ies
✔  Bui lds a stronger,  more connected
community.

Becoming a member is  s imple and takes just
minute !  Please scan the QR Code below
(Credit  Card ,  PayPal  of  Venmo )  or,  i f  paying by
cash or  check ,  p lease see the coupon on page
11 .

Your $1  membership is  more than just  a
donat ion— i t ’s a statement that  you bel ieve in
inclusion ,  opportunity,  and empowerment for
al l .

Jo in  Us  Today  –  Because  Together ,
We Make  a  D i fference !
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*Board Member
**Employee

Name:_________________________________________________________________
Company:_____________________________ ________________________________
Address (Required)____________________________________________________
City:__________________________________State:________Zip:_______________
Phone:_________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________________________

Additional Member(s) - Must reside at the same address and be over the

age of 18

Name:_______________________Email:________________________________
Name:_______________________Email:________________________________
Name:_______________________Email:________________________________
Name:_______________________Email:________________________________

YES I would like to become a member of Arc of Oswego County 

Donation Amount:___________ 

Please make checks payable to:
Arc of Oswego County

Arc of Oswego County
7 Morrill Place 
Fulton, NY 13069
Attn: Membership 

$1 per person you are including
in your membership

The Arc of Oswego County is a private, not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization
that serves individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities,
their families, and the community at large. 

As of  June 27  2025t h
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OSWEGO INDUSTRIES JOINS THE COMMUNITY AT UNITED
WAY'S STONE SOUP TOO LUNCHEON IN FULTON

Indiv iduals supported by Oswego Industr ies—Derek

A . ,  Amanda P. ,  Phi l  P. ,  Germaine A . ,  Anthony B .R . ,  and

Jimmy A .—were proud to at tend the United Way of

Greater  Oswego County ’s Stone Soup Luncheon in

Fulton ,  accompanied by staf f  member Daniel le T.

This annual  event br ings the community together to

support  local  hunger - rel ief  ef forts  and bui ld a

stronger,  more connected Oswego County.  We are

grateful  to the United Way for  host ing such a

meaningful  gather ing and for  the opportuni ty to stand

alongside others committed to making a di f ference

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER AT THE ARC OF OSWEGO’S
SPRING DANCE

The Café  at  Oswego Industr ies was f i l led with
joy and celebrat ion as we hosted the Arc of
Oswego ’s Spr ing Dance 2025 .  Indiv iduals
supported ,  s taf f,  and fr iends came together
for  an evening of  music ,  laughter,  and last ing
memories .

DJ Ron from Mi l lennium Music kept the
energy high throughout the night ,  providing
the perfect  soundtrack for  a dance f loor that
never s lowed down .

Thank you to everyone who joined us in
celebrat ing the season .  Your enthusiasm and
support  made the event t ru ly special .  We ’ re
already looking forward to dancing with you
again next  year !

LEARNING FROM OUR LOCAL HEROES:  A VISIT  TO THE
OSWEGO FIRE DEPARTMENT

Toby H . ,  Sarah P. ,  Roy L . ,  Germaine A . ,  J immy A . ,

Jon C . ,  Just in L . ,  and Josh McD .  recent ly  had the
exci t ing opportuni ty to v is i t  one of  the Oswego
Fire Stat ions for  a behind - the -scenes look at  the
important  work of  our local  f i rst  responders .

With support  f rom Direct  Support  Professionals
Bai ley H . ,  Emi ly  S . ,  and Daniel le T. ,  the group
explored f i re t rucks ,  examined equipment ,  and
learned more about the cr i t ical  role f i ref ighters
play in keeping our community safe .

We extend our s incere thanks to the Oswego Fire
Department for  their  t ime ,  hospita l i ty,  and
dedicat ion to publ ic  service .  I t  was an informat ive
and inspir ing exper ience for  a l l  involved .
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CHEERING ON THE HANNIBAL WARRIORS

Kevin B .  and Tyler  L .  spent part  of  their  spr ing

break enjoying America ’s past ime as they cheered

on the Hannibal  Warr iors Boys Varsi ty  Basebal l

team .  With support  f rom Direct  Support

Professional  Kassidy,  the group had a great  day out

in the community,  celebrat ing teamwork ,

sportsmanship ,  and local  pr ide .

We ’ re a lways proud to support  our area ’s student -

athletes—go Warr iors !

PROJECT BLOOM BRINGS COLOR AND COMMUNITY
SPIRIT TO OSWEGO COUNTY

The Greater  Oswego -Fulton Chamber of  Commerce ’s
Project  Bloom is  once again br ightening our
communit ies with v ibrant  f lowers and joyful  energy.

 This annual  beaut i f icat ion in i t iat ive br ings l i fe and
color  to downtown areas ,  local  businesses ,  and ci ty
parks—helping Oswego County shine even br ighter.

We were proud to be part  of  th is  year ’s ef forts ,  wi th
several  indiv iduals supported by our programs
part ic ipat ing in f lower del iver ies throughout the
area .

ARC RESPITE BOWLING LEAGUE WRAPS UP WITH
COLORFUL CELEBRATION

We recent ly  celebrated the end of  our May 2025

Arc Respite Bowl ing League with a fun and

fest ive banquet !  This year ’s part ic ipants t ie -dyed

their  own shir ts  for  the occasion—and they

looked fantast ic .

Congratulat ions to Kyle A .  for  bowl ing the high

game of  125 ,  and to The Weasels—Kyle ,  K im P. ,

Richard S . ,  and Alex R .— for  taking f i rst  p lace !

Shoutout to a l l  our  amazing bowlers ,  and a big

thank you to staf f  Emi ly  S . ,  Dana O . ,  Pat  E . ,  and

Zena S .  for  making the season such a success .

See you next  season—keep rol l ing !  
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OSWEGO INDUSTRIES,  INC.  RECEIVES OPERATION
OSWEGO COUNTY'S 2025 JOBS AWARD

Pictured L to R :OOC Board President Peter

Cul l inan ,  Oswego Industr ies ,  Inc .  President

&  CEO Al len Connely,  and OOC Execut ive

Director  Aust in Wheelock CEcD

FULTON ,  N .Y.  —  Oswego Industr ies ,  Inc .  has
been named the recipient  of  the 2025 Jobs
Award by Operat ion Oswego County.  The
award was presented dur ing the
organizat ion ’s annual  meet ing ,  held at  the
Lake Ontar io Event and Conference Center in
Oswego .

The Jobs Award is  given each year to a
business that  has made a s igni f icant  capita l
investment and contr ibuted to the creat ion
and retent ion of  jobs in Oswego County.
Oswego Industr ies was honored for
employing more than 100 indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies—165 employees in total—and for
i ts  long -standing impact  on the local
economy through contract  work ,  text i le
manufactur ing ,  and special ty  services based
in the c i ty  of  Ful ton .

In  addit ion to job numbers ,  the award
highl ights the meaningful  nature of  the
employment opportuni t ies Oswego Industr ies
creates .  For more than 57 years ,  the
nonprof i t  has remained committed to
empowering people with disabi l i t ies to l ive
ful f i l l ing l ives through employment and
independence .

“This is  one of  the great  th ings we ’ re able to
do in our community,”  said Al len Connely,
president and CEO of  Oswego Industr ies .

“Coming from the pr ivate sector  and now
leading a nonprof i t ,  I  can tel l  you this  work is
upl i f t ing .  You get to see the impact  you ’ re
making on young people and older people
al ike .  I t ’s incredibly meaningful .”

Connely a lso highl ighted how Oswego
Industr ies is  invest ing in new technologies to
expand i ts  workforce and create more
inclusive jobs for  the future .

Most people don ’ t  know that  we ’ re a lso a
Department of  Defense contractor,”  he said

.  “We make al l  of  the coveral ls  for

mechanics in the Air  Force .  Whi le that ’s

part  of  our legacy,  we ’ re a lso invest ing

near ly hal f  a  mi l l ion dol lars into new cutt ing

technology to support  h igher - tech jobs for

indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies .”

Connely emphasized the importance of

creat ing roles that  a l low indiv iduals with

varying abi l i t ies— including those with more

severe disabi l i t ies— to contr ibute to

meaningful  work without being l imited by

physical  dexter i ty.

“We ’ re putt ing that  investment back into

the community to open doors for  people

who are often marginal ized ,”  Connely said .

“This is  about working s ide -by -side ,

creat ing real  products ,  and contr ibut ing to

something larger than ourselves .  We ’ re

proud of  that—and we ’ re going to be part

of  th is  community for  another 57 years ,  for

sure .”



3

Over the past  few months ,  our  team has had the
incredible opportuni ty to connect  with
educators ,  administrators ,  and program leaders
throughout Oswego County to demonstrate the
power of  Vir tual  Real i ty  for  Career Explorat ion .
These exper iences have not  only a l lowed us to
showcase the exci t ing capabi l i t ies of  th is
innovat ive tool  but  have also deepened our
partnerships with those who share our mission
to prepare students and adult  learners for
meaningful ,  independent futures .

Through immersive demonstrat ions ,  we ’ve
i l lustrated how Vir tual  Real i ty  can spark
cur iosi ty,  bui ld conf idence ,  and open doors to
new possibi l i t ies .  At  each demonstrat ion ,
part ic ipants were able to step into a range of
real -world job environments— f rom healthcare
and hospita l i ty  to manufactur ing and
emergency services—al l  wi th in a control led ,
support ive ,  and engaging sett ing .

We ’ve been proud to work with the Oswego
County Committee on Special  Educat ion (CSE ) ,
highl ight ing how this  technology complements
transi t ion planning for  students with IEPs .
These s imulat ions of fer  hands -on career
exposure that  helps students explore interests ,
bui ld ski l ls ,  and ident i fy  potent ia l  career paths
wel l  before graduat ion .

Our col laborat ion with BOCES has been equal ly
impactful .  We 've connected with leaders across
the Except ional  Educat ion+ ,     P-TECH ,  Career &
Technical  Educat ion (CTE ) ,  SYNERGY,  and Adult
Educat ion programs to demonstrate how our VR
plat form can enhance their  exist ing
programming .  These sessions sparked exci t ing
conversat ions about how vir tual  career
explorat ion can serve students across a broad
spectrum of  abi l i t ies and goals ,  providing
accessible pathways to employment readiness
and vocat ional  discovery.

We were especial ly  honored to welcome the
Central  Square School  Distr ict ’s Foundat ions
Special  Educat ion Program for  a guided tour of
our faci l i ty.  Students and staf f  had the chance
to exper ience our VR Career 

Explorat ion f i rsthand and see how we support
indiv iduals as they gain independence ,  learn
workplace expectat ions ,  and explore career
opt ions in a real ist ic ,  hands -on way.  Their  v is i t
re inforced the value of  di rect  exposure and
col laborat ion in creat ing br idges f rom school  to
adult  l i fe .

Each demonstrat ion has reaff i rmed what we
already bel ieve :  when given the r ight  tools and
support ,  every indiv idual  can f ind their  path .
Through Vir tual  Real i ty,  we ’ re not  just  of fer ing a
gl impse into future careers—we ’ re providing the
f i rst  step on a journey toward greater
independence ,  purpose ,  and possibi l i ty.

As we look ahead ,  we ’ re exci ted about the new
partnerships forming from these v is i ts  and the
growing interest  in br inging this  exper ience to
more c lassrooms ,  programs ,  and communit ies .  
 
Let ’s cont inue to bui ld a future where every
learner has the chance to thr ive—one s imulat ion
at  a t ime .

DEMONSTRATING POSSIBILITIES 
THROUGH VIRTUAL REALITY CAREER EXPLORATION



When :  Wednesday,  July 23 6 :35 pm

Where :  NBT Bank Stadium 

What :  

Cost :  $23 .50 -  $27.00 (excludes fees )
$5 from each t icket  purchased ,  v ia the l ink below,
wil l  be donated to Oswego Industr ies ,  Inc

https : / /bit . ly /3HJuqFb

When :   Fr iday,  July 25 2 :00 pm -8 :00 pm

Where :  Lakeview Lanes  

What :  Bowl ing and Mini -Golf  Fundraiser  

Cost :  

Bowling $10 per person per hour

Mini -Golf  $5 per person per hour

About Oswego Industr ies Inc .  

Our mission is  to be a partner in the development of  comprehensive
community services designed to improve the qual i ty  of  l i fe for  a l l
people by providing the necessary support  programs to enable
indiv iduals to grow with digni ty and achieve their  h ighest  level  of
independence and sel f - fu l f i l lment .  

About Arc of  Oswego County

The mission of  Arc of  Oswego County is  to be the premier
provider of  services to persons with developmental  d isabi l i t ies .
Our commitment ,  f i rst  and foremost ,  is  to indiv iduals and their
fami l ies ,  to provide choices ,  informat ion ,  educat ion and supports
that  wi l l  a l low informed decis ions and opportuni t ies for  growth ,
personal  development and ful f i l lment .  

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS

When :  Thursday,  July 10 6 :00 pm -  8 :00 pm 

Where :  Chubby ’s Sports Bar,  Ful ton 

What :  Oswego Women Lead

               Professional  Networking Event

Cost :  $10

Registrat ion fee wi l l  be donated to

Oswego Industr ies 


