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Arc of  Oswego County’s  mission is  to help
people with disabi l i t ies l ive r ich,  fu l f i l l ing

l ives of  their  own choosing.

Oswego Industr ies,  Inc’s ,  mission is  to be a leader
in the f ie ld of  developmental  d isabi l i t ies ,

committed to meet ing the needs of  indiv idual
growth,  product iv i ty ,  and independence through
educat ion,  advocacy,  and increased community

acceptance and part ic ipat ion.

On the cover:  L isa Guernsey & NY State

Senator Chr istopher Ryan (D-NY 50)  

OSWEGO COUNTY WORKFORCE 
NEW YORK TOURS OSWEGO
INDUSTRIES 

OPERATION OSWEGO COUNTY
TOURS OSWEGO INDUSTRIES

OCWNY’s Director  Rachel  Pierce,  Oswego
Industr ies Inc Employment Services Manager
Su-Ann Howard Oswego Industr ies Inc.
Director  of  Operat ions L isa Guernsey 

Operat ion Oswego County Economic
Development Coordinator  Nate Emmons,
Operat ion Oswego County Execut ive Director
Aust in Wheelock and Oswego Industr ies Inc.
Director  of  Operat ions L isa Guernsey 



TO OUR GOAL OF 500
MEMBERS

JOIN THE ARC OF OSWEGO COUNTY FOR JUST $1  –
HELP BUILD A MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY!

Oswego County,  NY – Making a di f ference has never been easier—or more
affordable!  The Arc of  Oswego County invi tes you to be part  of  i ts  2025

Membership Drive ,  where for  just  $1 ,  you can help create a more inclusive
and support ive community for  indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies .

Why does your membership matter?  Because your support  strengthens
programs that  provide employment ,  t ra in ing,  and advocacy for  people with
disabi l i t ies .  Every new member helps ampl i fy  our voice and expand
opportuni t ies for  those we serve.  That ’s  why we’ve made membership just
$1 th is  year—so that  everyone has the chance to stand with us and be part
of  the change.

What does your membership do?

✔Expands essent ia l  programs and services
✔  Advocates for  disabi l i ty  r ights and inclusion
✔  Creates meaningful  employment and tra in ing opportuni t ies
✔  Bui lds a stronger,  more connected community.

Becoming a member is  s imple and takes just  minute!  Please scan the QR
Code below (Credit  Card,  PayPal  of  Venmo) or,  i f  paying by cash or  check,
please see the coupon on page 11 .

Your $1  membership is  more than just  a donat ion—it ’s  a statement that  you

bel ieve in inclusion,  opportunity,  and empowerment for  al l .

Jo in  Us  Today  –  Because  Together ,  We Make  a  D i fference !
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SENATOR CHRISTOPHER RYAN VISITS OSWEGO
INDUSTRIES AND ARC OF OSWEGO COUNTY

FULTON, NY – On Fr iday,  March 14,  Senator
Chr istopher Ryan (D-NY50) v is i ted Oswego
Industr ies,  Inc.  and The Arc of  Oswego County
to learn more about their  programs and
services support ing indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies .

Dur ing his  tour,  Senator Ryan explored
Oswego Industr ies’  Business Services
div is ion,  Day Habi l i tat ion program, and LIFE
(Learning,  Independence,  Fun,  and
Empowerment)  program. He also v is i ted The
Arc of  Oswego County’s  Senior  Day
Habi l i tat ion program, which provides essent ia l
services to aging indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies .

Addit ional ly,  Senator Ryan saw a
demonstrat ion of  Oswego Industr ies’  newest
in i t iat ive,  Vir tual  Real i ty  for  Career
Explorat ion.  This innovat ive program helps
indiv iduals explore job opportuni t ies in a
simulated environment,  equipping them with
valuable ski l ls  for  future employment .

Oswego Industr ies,  Inc.  and The Arc of
Oswego County appreciate Senator Ryan’s
t ime and interest  in learning how their
programs empower indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies to lead independent and ful f i l l ing
l ives.
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Syracuse,  NY – Oswego Industr ies Inc.  and Arc of  Oswego County jo ined
advocates at  the #Invest InUs Ral ly  on March 21 at  the New York State Fairgrounds,
ampl i fy ing the voices of  indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies and the Direct  Support
Professionals (DSPs)  who provide essent ia l  care.  Hosted by Arc of  Onondaga and
AccessCNY, the event emphasized the need for  better  pay and resources for  DSPs
and increased funding to sustain cr i t ical  services.

The ral ly  drew over 300 attendees,  including more than 30 indiv iduals and staf f
f rom Oswego Industr ies Inc.  and Arc of  Oswego County.  Among them were
Congressman John Mannion (CD NY-22) ,  Senator Rachel  May (NY-48) ,  Senator
Chr istopher Ryan (NY-50) ,  and The Arc New York CEO Er ic Geizer,  who voiced their
support  for  a 7.8% funding increase in the state budget and opposi t ion to federal
Medicaid cuts threatening essent ia l  services.

Oswego Industr ies Inc.  and Arc of  Oswego County,  a longside The Arc New York,
cont inue to advocate for  fa i r  wages for  DSPs and sustainable funding for  disabi l i ty
services,  ensur ing indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies receive the support  they deserve.
#AdvocacyMatters #WeMatter  #Invest InMe #Invest InUs

OSWEGO INDUSTRIES INC.  AND ARC OF
OSWEGO COUNTY JOIN HUNDREDS AT

#INVESTINUS RALLY TO ADVOCATE FOR
DISABILITY SERVICES FUNDING

For more photo’s please see “We Matter”  on page 12 
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PROGRAMS FOSTERING GROWTH,  INDEPENDENCE
AND OPPORTUNITY

In  January,  the Travel  c lass completed i ts  four-
week vi r tual  t r ip to China!  Dur ing their  v is i t ,
led by Community Hab/Respite Coordinator
Janel  R.  and DSP Leaha D. ,  part ic ipants
explored China’s r ich history and cul ture,
pract iced speaking Mandar in,  and learned
about the Lunar New Year.  They wrapped up
their  journey by making lo mein and spr ing
rol ls—choosing lo mein because i t  is  known as
" longevi ty noodles,"  symbol iz ing a long l i fe.

A special  thanks to L isa Odin of  Mama Lisa’s
Tasty Treats for  making del ic ious black tea
mi lk cakes!

Next  stop:  Jamaica!  “We’re exci ted to cont inue
f i l l ing our passports with stamps and fun facts
as we explore new dest inat ions.”,  said Janel  R

Germaine A.  and Gerard C. ,  a long with DSP
Tric ia B. ,  helped del iver  Meals on Wheels in
Ful ton.  This v i ta l  program, provided through the
Oswego County Off ice for  the Aging,  ensures
that  Oswego County residents aged 60 and over,
a long with their  spouses,  caregivers,  or  those
they care for,  receive nutr i t ious meals .  Many
part ic ipants face chal lenges shopping for  and
prepar ing food,  making this  service essent ia l .

These meals ,  prepared by Oswego County
Opportuni t ies (OCO) and del ivered by OCO and
community volunteers,  can be easi ly  heated in a
microwave or convent ional  oven.  Designed to
accommodate dietary needs,  the meals contain
no added sal t ,  though some ingredients may
natural ly  include sodium. Menus are careful ly
planned by a program diet i t ian and distr ibuted
monthly.
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PROGRAMS FOSTERING GROWTH,  INDEPENDENCE
AND OPPORTUNITY

After  a snowy February,  s igns of  spr ing are
f inal ly  here!  Warmer weather means more
outdoor act iv i t ies for  the indiv iduals we
support .  

Kevin B. ,  Kyle A. ,  Br ian A. ,  and Kevin W.
enjoyed a v is i t  to Brei tbeck Park with DSP
Zena.  

Kevin B.  and Char les S.  explored the
Rosamond Gif ford Zoo with Community Hab.

Har ley P.  and Amber P.  took in the lake v iews
at Fair  Haven Beach State Park.  

Br ian W. and Gary C.  a lso enjoyed nature
trai ls  at  Beaver Lake Nature Center.

With spr ing on the way,  we look forward to
more outdoor adventures ahead!
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PROGRAMS FOSTERING GROWTH,  INDEPENDENCE
AND OPPORTUNITY

Seniors ,  Val  D,  Sandy S. ,  Harry R,  and Staf f
Mary L . ,  (not  pictured)  and  Michel le P.  v is i ted
the CiTi  CoCo Cafe in Ful ton.

"CiTi  CoCo Cafe is  a student-run coffee shop
and gi f t  store located at  129 Cayuga Street  in
Ful ton,  NY.  This unique venture is  not  just  a
café—it ’s  an innovat ive educat ional  program
that  of fers students invaluable real -wor ld
business exper ience."

Operat ing Tuesday through Fr iday f rom 8:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. ,  CiTi  CoCo Cafe invi tes
community members to enjoy f reshly brewed
coffee,  a curated select ion of  student-made
gif ts  and except ional  customer service—al l
whi le support ing local  youth and their  future
careers.
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Among the competi tors were Tyler  L . ,  Kevin B. ,
David B. ,  and Derek G. ,  who part ic ipated in
f loorbal l .  F loorbal l  is  a fast-paced indoor sport
played with f ive f ie ld players and a goalkeeper
per team, using l ightweight  st icks and a hol low
plast ic  bal l  wi th holes.  At  the Special  Olympics,
the game is  adapted to a 3-on-3 format with a
goaltender,  and played on a smal ler  court .  This
modif ied vers ion was developed speci f ical ly  for
athletes with intel lectual  disabi l i t ies ,  providing
an exci t ing and accessible way to compete.

Dan H. ,  Br ian A. ,  Kevin W. ,  Andrew B. ,  Bonnie B. ,
Kim P. ,  Amanda P. ,  and Jason K.  surpr ised their
f r iends by making the tr ip to the Gol isano
Training Center at  Nazareth Univers i ty  to cheer
them on dur ing the competi t ion.

Special  Olympics New York gives athletes the
chance to compete in authent ic  sports ,  overcome
obstacles,  celebrate v ictor ies,  and stay act ive for
l i fe.  The event was a testament to the power of
inclusion and the impact  of  community support .

OSWEGO INDUSTRIES PARTICIPANTS SUPPORT
AND COMPETE IN SPECIAL OLYMPICS NEW YORK

On February 22,  Respite DSP Emi ly S.  and Coordinator  Janel  R.  led a group from
Oswego Industr ies to Rochester  to support  Special  Olympics New York,  an
organizat ion that  provides inclusive opportuni t ies for  indiv iduals with intel lectual
disabi l i t ies to discover and unleash the champion within.
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EMPLOYEE MILESTONES
10 Years

George Dennison

Mary LaBeef

El issa Miner

15 years

Cel ia Stevens

WE REMEMBER 
Kel ly  Cook

GRANTS & GIFTS
$100 In Memory of  Michel le Coant  

$4,700 To support   Vir tual  Real i ty  for  Careeer
Explorat ion 

Oswego Industr ies,  Inc.  would l ike to acknowledge
the donat ion of  an exercise bike by Tim and Connie
Murphy.  Connie Murphy worked in the disabi l i t ies
f ie ld for  years and knows how important  exercise is  to
our indiv iduals supported.

$25,000 to assist  Oswego Industr ies with becoming  
CMMC (Cybersecur i ty  Matur i ty  Model  Cert i f icat ion)
Compl iance
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ARC OF OSWEGO COUNTY MEMBERSHIP

Mr.  Jerry Col l ins
Mr.  & Mrs.  Michael  Egan**
Mrs.  Jul ie M.  Hol land**
Mr.  Bi l l  Lansley
Mrs.  Kay A.  Pul len
Mr.  Roger Pul len
Mr.  & Mrs Br ian Sawyer**
Mr.  T imothy Sol lenberger
Mr.  Larry Spencer
Ms.  Amy Strong*
Mr.  Jef f rey Weigand*

*Employee
**Board Member
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About Oswego Industr ies Inc.  

Our mission is  to be a partner in the development of  comprehensive
community services designed to improve the qual i ty  of  l i fe for  a l l
people by providing the necessary support  programs to enable
indiv iduals to grow with digni ty and achieve their  h ighest  level  of
independence and sel f - fu l f i l lment .  

About Arc of  Oswego County

The mission of  Arc of  Oswego County is  to be the premier
provider of  services to persons with developmental  d isabi l i t ies .
Our commitment ,  f i rst  and foremost ,  is  to indiv iduals and their
fami l ies,  to provide choices,  informat ion,  educat ion and supports
that  wi l l  a l low informed decis ions and opportuni t ies for  growth,
personal  development and ful f i l lment .  

WE MATTER
Cont inued  f rom page  5


