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FULTON –  As March unfolds ,  the Arc of  Oswego County
proudly launches i ts  annual  Membership Dr ive ,  cal l ing on
the community to support  indiv iduals with Intel lectual  and
Developmental  Disabi l i t ies ( I /DD ) .  With a history of  over
70 years ,  the Arc of  Oswego County has been at  the
forefront  of  empowering people with disabi l i t ies and
foster ing inclusion within the community .

Membership in the Arc of  Oswego County is  a powerful
way for  indiv iduals to contr ibute to a cause that  makes a
tangible impact  on the l ives of  those with I /DD .  By
becoming a member ,  indiv iduals can act ively part ic ipate
as volunteers for  var ious programs and committees ,
contr ibute their  energy to fundrais ing in i t iat ives ,  and help
raise publ ic  awareness about the chal lenges faced by
those with disabi l i t ies .

In  a landscape where r is ing costs pose chal lenges to
sustaining impactful  programs ,  community support  plays a
pivotal  role in enhancing the of fer ings of  the Arc of
Oswego County .  Your membership fuels essent ia l
programs and act iv i t ies and contr ibutes to the
organizat ion 's mission of  promoting indiv idual  growth ,
product iv i ty ,  and independence .

Your membership matters ,  and for  just  $10 ,  indiv iduals
can become a part  of  the Arc of  Oswego County
community .  Every day ,  the organizat ion str ives to make a
di f ference in the l ives of  those with I /DD ,  and your
support  is  instrumental  in  th is  ongoing journey .

To become a member and make a meaningful  
impact ,  p lease scan the QR Code .  
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FULTON –  Oswego Industr ies is  thr i l led to

announce i ts  investment in Smart  Boards and

Vir tual  Real i ty  systems to enhance the

educat ional  exper iences of  supported

indiv iduals in i ts  programs .

This investment highl ights Oswego Industr ies '

commitment to innovat ive and ta i lored

educat ion .  Smart  Boards introduce a new level

of  interact ive learning ,  foster ing engagement

and support  throughout the educat ional  journey .

These plat forms faci l i tate dynamic c lassroom

interact ions ,  promoting act ive part ic ipat ion and

effect ive knowledge absorpt ion .

Addit ional ly ,  Oswego Industr ies pioneers career

explorat ion through Vir tual  Real i ty  technology .

With Vir tual  Real i ty  for  Career Explorat ion ,

indiv iduals embark on immersive journeys into

var ious professions ,  gaining invaluable insights

to guide their  career paths .

Through the al locat ion of  proceeds f rom the

2023 gol f  tournament ,  Oswego Industr ies

reaff i rms i ts  dedicat ion to the personal  and

professional  development of  supported

indiv iduals .  These transformat ive technologies

create a nurtur ing environment where

indiv iduals can thr ive ,  unlocking their  fu l l

potent ia l  wi th conf idence .
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THE BUZZ
The Buzz is  publ ished four t imes

annual ly  by Oswego Industr ies Inc .
and Arc of  Oswego County

7 Morr i l l  P lace
Fulton ,  NY 13126

www .oswegoindustr iesinc .org
www .arcofoswegocounty .org

Editor

Jeff  Weigand 315 -598 -3108 ext .  232
jweigand@oswegoind .org

                               

Arc Board of  Directors

Richard Rima -President   
Mary Ann Barbar ino -Vice President                          

                        
Br ian Sawyer

Camil le Cr ista ldi
Gracia Thompson

Stacy El l is

OI Board of  Directors

Mike Egan -President     
R ichard Rima -Vice President
Heather Hudson -Secretary
Jul ie Hol land -  Treasurer

Larry Ogorchock
Bekkah Fr isch

Samantha Clark
 

Administrat ion

 President &  CEO -Al len Connely  

Director  of  Services -Lee Sul l ivan 

Director  of  Operat ions -Lisa Guernsey

Finance Manager -Michael  Weaver 

Human Resource Manager -Pamela Shelton 

2024 Publ icat ion Schedule

Apri l  3rd ,  2024
July 3rd ,  2024

October 2nd ,  2024
December 31 ,2024

OSWEGO INDUSTRIES INVESTS
IN TECHNOLOGY
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Thank You Sponsors

Barkbox ,  The REV Theatre ,  The
Spot On Lodge ,  Bul f inch Brew

Pub ,  R iverwalk Bagel ,  R iverwalk
Coffee Roasters ,  Wegman ’s F &  F

Bargains ,  Super DIRT Week ,
Kathy ’s Cakes ,  Speedway Press ,

Texas Roadhouse  

In -Kind 

Joe Cortini
and his Jazz Maf ia

Our Partners

*As of  Apr i l  1 ,  2024
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SYRACUSE - -A "We Matter"  ra l ly ,  organized
by the Arc of  Onondaga and Access CNY and
joined by representat ives f rom Oswego
Industr ies ,  the Arc of  Oswego County ,  the
Arc of  Madison Cort land ,  and the Arc of
Oneida -Lewis ,  brought together near ly  300
people at  the state fa i rgrounds .  The event 's
pr imary goal  was to advocate for  increased
funding in the state budget to support  staf f
and services for  indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies .

The part ic ipants gathered to cal l  on state
lawmakers and then -Governor Kathy Hochul
to al locate just  over $250 mi l l ion in the
budget .  This funding would have covered a
3 .2 percent cost -of - l iv ing adjustment ,  a
$4 ,000 wage retent ion ,  and enhancement for
direct  support  professionals .  These
professionals play a crucia l  role in assist ing
indiv iduals with intel lectual  and
developmental  d isabi l i t ies .

The ral ly  provided a plat form for  current  and
former direct  support  professionals ,
caregivers ,  and indiv iduals with disabi l i t ies .
Addit ional ly ,  Assemblyman Al  St i rpe           
(D -Cicero ) ,  Jul ie Fleck represent ing Senator
John Mannion (D -Distr ict  50 ) ,  Matt  Jones
represent ing Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter
(D -Syracuse ) ,  and Nodesia Hernandez
represent ing Senator Rachel  May 's of f ice  
(D -Distr ict  48 )  addressed the attendees .

The involvement of  these representat ives
and off ic ia ls  ref lected the col laborat ive
effort  to highl ight  the importance of
increased f inancial  support  for  the disabi l i ty
services sector .  The ral ly  served as a
powerful  in i t iat ive to ra ise awareness about
the needs of  th is  community and to urge
pol icymakers to pr ior i t ize funding that
ensured the wel l -being of  indiv iduals with
disabi l i t ies and the professionals who
supported them .
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$500

Q1 GRANTS AND GIFTS

Key :    ^Employee    ^^Ret i red Employee     *Board Member 

In Memory of  Jackie Comerford

Joyce Ar iao -Schultz
Mary Barsema 
Kate Buckley 
Patr ick Byrne
Elaine Campbel l  
Kim Kowalski -
Prenatt  
Kel ley Comerford -
Greene 
Jenny Deeb -
Christ iano 
Amy Dodd -Enis
Lor i  Koziowski -
Scime
Maureen McMul len -
O ’Connor 
Loron Oster  

Total  Donat ions received In Memory of  

Jackie Comerford -$4 ,076

Jeff  Reddout 
Jackie Rieg 
Meghan Schneible
Kathy Shady 
Kat ie Stam 
Frank Tomaka 
Mona Tuchf ie ld
Nancy Wahl  
Ann Wi l l iams -
Comerford
Carolyn Wi l l iams 
J im Wi l l iams 
Mary Wi l l iams -
Mann

Continued on page 6 see Gif ts

Facebook fundraiser  organized by 

Mary Wi l l iams Mann $1 ,327
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Facebook Fundraiser  .

Lynne Bogart
Pam Bradshaw -Drumm  
David Colv in
Anne Judge
Vicki  Kenner
Carolyn Maloney

Gifts  from page 5 

Oswego Industr ies General  Fund

Jul ie Matthews

In Memory of  Lisa Wil l iams

Lee Sul l ivan
Lisa Guernsey

Organized by  Carolyn Maloney ,  $243

Winter /Valentines Day Dance

In  late February the Arc of
Oswego County and Oswego
Industr ies held i ts  f i rst  dance
in four years !   

A great  t ime was had by al l  in
attendance .   Special  thanks to
Mi l lenium Music Mobi le DJ ’s
for  providing the Music .  

Winter /Valent ines Day Dance
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EMPLOYEE MILESTONES 

WE REMEMBER

Lisa Wil l iams

Employment Services

Assistant  Program Manager

Winter /Valent ines Day Dance

5 Years

10 Years

15 years

20 Years

Michel le Petr ie -Seniors

Christ ina Bort -LIFE

Dust in Rei tz -Federal  Bui ld ing 

Pr isci l la  Lavere -Text i les

Ear l  Rice -Operat ions Associate

Pictured L to R :  Michel le Petr ie ,

Earl   Rice and Pr isci l la Lavere



BRIGHAM YOUNG

About Oswego Industr ies Inc .  

Our mission is  to be a partner in the development of  comprehensive
community services designed to improve the qual i ty  of  l i fe for  a l l  people by
providing the necessary support  programs to enable indiv iduals to grow
with digni ty and achieve their  h ighest  level  of  independence and           
sel f - fu l f i l lment .  

About Arc of  Oswego County

The mission of  Arc of  Oswego County is  to be the premier provider of
services to persons with developmental  d isabi l i t ies .  Our commitment ,  f i rst
and foremost ,  is  to indiv iduals and their  fami l ies ,  to provide choices ,
informat ion ,  educat ion and supports that  wi l l  a l low informed decis ions and
opportuni t ies for  growth ,  personal  development and ful f i l lment .  

Scenes from a Town Hal l  

Al len Connely
President &  CEO

Lee Sul l ivan
Services Director

Lisa Guernsey

Business Operat ion Director


